CHATSWOOD
YEAR OF THE PIG FESTIVAL

29 January - 19 February 2019

Mayor’s Message
It is my pleasure to welcome you
to the Chatswood Year of the Pig
Festival, Willoughby City Council’s
inaugural Lunar New Year Festival.
For twenty years Council has
supported the Chinese Cultural
Centre’s annual Chinese new
year celebrations in Chatswood.
This year, the celebrations in Chatswood will be bigger
than ever as Council hosts the Chatswood Year of the
Pig Festival. We have introduced traditional events from
across Asia to welcome in the new year.
The new year is the perfect time to be ‘out with the old
and in with the new’. Our Golden Market is the ideal place
to purchase new red clothes, toys, decorations and flowers
for your home and loved ones. And for the foodies among
us, the market will have a range of food stalls, with too
many cuisines to try in just one visit.

Willoughby prides itself on being a city of diversity. We are
fortunate to be home to many cultures that are willing to
share their traditions and celebrations. I encourage you all
to participate and learn more about these cultures that
make Willoughby such a wonderfully diverse place to live.
Finally, I extend my sincere gratitude to everyone who has
made the Chatswood Year of The Pig Festival possible. To
all our valued sponsors, partners, event organisers, artists,
performers and volunteers – events of this scale would not
be possible without you.
I look forward to seeing you at the Chatswood Year of
the Pig Festival as we ring in the new year of the pig and
celebrate a year of good fortune and luck.
Cr Gail Giles-Gidney
Mayor of Willoughby
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The Year of the Pig
Do you realise people as different as Hilary Clinton,
Pony Ma, Chris Hemsworth and Kendall Jenner can have
something in common? Among other things, they were all
born in the year of the pig in the recurring 12-year Chinese
Zodiac cycle. Legend has it that when the Jade Emperor
decided to make the Zodiac, he made a call to all animals
on earth, and the first twelve that entered the Heavenly
Gate were given positions. The gentle and humble pig
secured the last place in the race. Since then, the Pig has
been there to help mark and celebrate the passing of
time. In China, the Pig also stands as a symbol of wealth,
fortune, good health and an easy life.

Of the twelve animals, the pig is seen by the Chinese
as sometimes a little lazy or even foolish, but they are
also honest and sincere, cautiously brave and more
importantly, loyal, easy-going, kind and affable. Most
of these attributes are represented in the well-known
character Pigsy (豬八戒) in the 16th century fantasy
novel, Journey to the West (screening at Flicks for Piglets
during the Festival), who was one of three disciples of
the Buddhist monk Tang Xuanzang. In recent years, the
pig’s popularity has crossed over to other cultures – the
phenomenal Peppa Pig from the UK.
We wish you a happy year of the pig!

Legends aside, the pig’s significance in Chinese culture
can be ascertained in its pictographic characters.
For instance, if we break down the Chinese character
for “home (家)”, we would find a pig (豕) under the roof
(宀), suggesting that a home is homely only when there
are pigs in the household — representing wealth and a
comfortable lifestyle.

Kiu-wai Chu
PhD – Australia-China Institute for Arts
Western Sydney University

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Our Chatswood
Year of the Pig Artwork
By Tianli Zu, artist
The festival logo has been influenced
by traditional Chinese proverbs.
The roundness of the pig symbolises
fulfilment. This pig depicts a happy,
playful and light animal, in contrast
to the usual perception of pigs as
heavy creatures. The pig dances
merrily with its feet off the ground.
The pig consists of a number of
traditional Chinese elements that
symbolise good fortune: ancient
Chinese coins; peonies; auspicious
clouds; spiral; and the Chinese
character ‘Fu’. These metaphorical

and beautiful patterns reflect the
characteristics of the pig: luxurious,
bright, elegant, rich and dignified.
Red has cultural significance in
traditional Chinese culture – it
symbolises luck, happiness and
joy. Red represents vitality and
celebration. It is also considered to
be fashionable and modern.
Gold symbolises wealth. The
combination of the colours reflects
the qualities of the pig and the
dynamic nature of its personality.

This depiction of the pig manifests
the continuity of traditional Chinese
culture, while recognising the
impact and transformative effect
of rapid technological changes.
The pig’s figure is composed of
a combination of papercuts and
digital manipulation.
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The Good Fortune Motifs

Coins

Peonies

Clouds

Fú

Spiral

Coins are associated
with wealth. However,
according to Chinese
tradition, ancient
Chinese coins symbolise
harmony. The round
shape represents
heaven, and the square
represents Earth.

Peonies are a symbol
of royalty and virtue.
They are well-known
as the ‘flower of wealth
and honour’. Peonies
also represent beauty
and romance.

Auspicious clouds
represent holiness and
good luck. In Chinese,
‘cloud’ is pronounced
‘yun’, which is a
homophone for ‘luck’.

The character Fú
means ‘good fortune’
and is the most popular
decoration in Chinese
households during
Chinese New Year.
‘Pig’ is pronounced
‘zhu’, which rhymes with
Fú, and is symbolic of
happiness and joy.

The spiral is a spiritual
symbol that represents
the journey of life as
it unfolds. It reflects
growth and evolution.

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Inflatable Pig Sculptures
Tuesday 29 January – Tuesday 19 February
Chatswood Mall, Victoria Avenue, Chatswood
Make a visit to Chatswood and take
a photo with our giant inflatable pigs.
Designed by interactive lighting and
design studio Amigo and Amigo, you
will find the larger than life pigs at
the top of Chatswood Mall and at
The Concourse.

Don’t forget to share your photos
with #chatswoodlny.

Children can enter our pig naming
competition by downloading
the colouring-in sheet at
www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019.
See how the pigs transform from day
to evening as they light up the CBD
becoming a beacon of the Festival.
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Lion Dance
Tuesday 29 January, 12.15pm
Westfield Chatswood

Saturday 2 February, 1pm
Westfield Chatswood

Thursday 7 February, 6pm
Westfield Chatswood

Saturday 9 February, 1pm

Mandarin Centre, Ground Floor

Saturday 9 February, 12pm
Westfield Chatswood

Wing Chun Lion Dance Opening
Saturday 16 February
12.30pm to 1.30pm
Lower Podium at The Concourse,
409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood

A celebration dating back over a thousand years, martial arts performers
mimic lion’s movements while dressed in larger than life lion costumes.
Performing to the sounds of drum and gongs; this flamboyant and
acrobatic performance wards off evil spirits, bringing good luck
and fortune.
Entertaining for adults and children alike, this traditional Lunar New Year
performance is a cultural event not to be missed.

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

88 Golden Pigs
Monday 21 January
– Tuesday 19 February
centre opening hours
Westfield Chatswood
This in-centre display features 88 lucky
pigs to welcome luck and wealth for 2019.
Come and take photos.

Chinese Zodiac Fashion Display
Monday 28 January – Tuesday 19 February
centre opening hours
Westfield Chatswood

For more information including location
visit www.westfield.com.au/chatswood

A curated ‘shopping guide’ based
on the Chinese Zodiac to inspire
your fashion choices for the Lunar
New Year.

The display will feature 12 Chinese
Zodiac animals with style advice
based on their characteristics and
fortune outlook for 2019.
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Golden Market
Tuesday 29 January – Friday 8 February
Sunday to Wednesday, 9am to 6pm
Thursday to Saturday, 9am to 9pm
Chatswood Mall, Chatswood
Chatswood Mall will be transformed
into a replica end-of-year market
commonly found in cities across Asia
where it is customary to buy new
clothes and wares in celebration of
the new year. The Golden Market will
feature over 35 unique stallholders
selling food, decorations, toys, flowers
and clothes.
Enjoy the beautiful themed
decorations and snap a picture
with the lanterns and our inflatable
mascot. Adults and children alike
won’t be short on entertainment

with daily themed activities including
a special Korean day, K-Pop night,
Chinese opera, children’s day and a
comedy evening hosted by comedian
Lee Ton.
As the sun sets, the large Victoria
Harbour backdrop will transport you
from Chatswood to the heart of
Hong Kong – no flights needed!
For more information including
entertainment times visit
www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Chinese
New Year Display

Chinese-Australian
Culture Art Exhibition

Tuesday 22 January
– Thursday 14 February
8.30am to 5pm
Council Foyer Exhibition Space,
31 Victor St, Chatswood
Free Exhibit

Wednesday 30 January
– Sunday 10 February, 10am to 4pm
Art Space on The Concourse
409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood
Free Exhibit

Presented by the Chinese Cultural
Centre (NSW) and Willoughby City
Library, the display includes Chinese pig
paintings and traditional Chinese New
Year decorations.

Presented by the Chinese Cultural
Centre, Australian-Chinese artists
will explore traditional Chinese
techniques such as oil painting,
calligraphy and painting on silk.
Artists include Huang Qing Hui,
Wu Shan Pin, Xu Xian Lai,
Emily Lee, Wang He, Jackie
Rathsam, Violetta Kurbanova
and John Amiradaki.
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Lucky Slogan Calligraphy
Thursday 31 January, 12.30pm to 2pm
Chatswood Library, The Concourse, 409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood
Lucky Slogan banner is also called Hui Chun (揮春) in Chinese
and they mostly have four Chinese characters. The contents of
the Lucky Slogan are about good fortune, such as happiness,
prosperity, good health and long life and are written on red or
golden paper.
On the Chinese New Year Eve, Chinese people like to decorate
their home with Hui Chun and believe that they will bring good
luck and blessings to their families over the next year.
Xu Yun (徐澐), a calligrapher, presents Chinese calligraphy writing.
Please come and pick up a free Hui Chun to celebrate the
Chinese New Year. Bookings not required.

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Flicks for Piglets
Friday and Saturday nights, see website for times
1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 February 2019
The Urban Screen at The Concourse, Chatswood
The fun continues into the evenings. Bring along your
picnic rug and chairs to The Concourse Urban Screen
and enjoy the free movies.
A selection of movies will screen on Friday and
Saturday evenings including both Chinese (with
subtitles) and English movies. Films include classics
such as Babe: Pig in the City and Charlotte’s Web as
well as new favourites including Journey to the West.
There are plenty of meal options available at
The Concourse for those dining beforehand or
wanting a takeaway meal to enjoy with the movie.
For the full movie schedule visit
www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019
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Largest Prosperity Salad Toss
Saturday 2 February, 2pm
Westfield Chatswood
Prosperity Salad Toss (or Yúshēng (余升)) is one of the most anticipated festive
dishes of the Chinese New Year. Traditionally it consists of strips of raw fish
(generally salmon), mixed with shredded vegetables and a variety of sauces
and condiments, among other ingredients. Yúshēng (余升) literally means “raw
fish” and since “fish” is commonly linked to its homophone “abundance (余)”,
Yúshēng (魚生) is interpreted as an increase in abundance. Therefore, yusheng
is considered a symbol of abundance, prosperity and vigor.
When the salad is tossed into the air, guests exclaim
‘prosperity’ and other good fortunes. The Prosperity Salad
Toss at Westfield Chatswood will be the largest of its
kind, with 88 people invited to participate.
Visit Westfield Chatswood to see the Largest
Prosperity Salad Toss in action!
For more information including location visit
www.westfield.com.au/chatswood

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019
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Taste of Asia Food Tours
Sunday 3 February, 10.30am
Thursday 14 February, 10.30am
Sunday 17 February, 10.30am
Thursday 28 February, 10.30am
3.5 hours duration | Prices $55 - $99 | Bookings Essential
Join award-winning Taste Cultural
Food Tours on a tasting adventure
in Chatswood, Sydney’s newest and
most exciting ‘Little Asia’.
Over the last few years, Chatswood
has grown into an exciting hub of
authentic Asian cuisines and culture,
attracting the best brands and
unique family-owned businesses. It is
where Korea meets Hong Kong, with
China and Japan just around the

corner. On this tasting and culture
tour you will try the traditional and
the modern, authentic and fusion
and your tastebuds will be forever
grateful. Try some of the best Asian
dishes on offer while you learn about
the history of Chatswood and the
culture of its residents.
This is far from your typical food tour!
If you like exploring new cultures
and communities and building

relationships through food, then this
is the experience for you. Let local
guides share their secrets on the best
places to eat, experience new cuisine
and shop for the most authentic
dishes and ingredients.
For more information and to book
visit www.tastetours.com.au/tour/
taste-of-asia-chatswood/

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Little Dragon Storytime (in Mandarin)
小龍聽故事 (普通話)
Monday 4 February, 10am to 10.30am
Chatswood Library, The Concourse
409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood

This storytime in Mandarin is dedicated to the Chinese
New Year celebration with stories of lion dances,
dragons and zodiac animals. Children and their carers
are welcome to join us to sing Chinese songs and learn
about Chinese culture. Please come and celebrate the
arrival of the year of the pig.
35 tickets will be available 30 minutes prior
to the session starting.
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Pre-schooler Storytime
on Chinese New Year (in English)
Monday 4 February, 10.30am to 11.15am
Artarmon Library, 139 Artarmon Rd, Artarmon
Tuesday 5 February, 10.30am to 11.15am
Northbridge Library, 285 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge
Wednesday 6 February, 11.15am to 12noon
Chatswood Library, 409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood
Thursday 7 February, 11.15am to 12noon
Chatswood Library, 409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood

These six sessions of storytime are
dedicated to the Chinese New
Year celebration with stories of lion
dances, dragons and zodiac animals
and crafts. Children can also learn
the Chinese New Year culture through
songs. Please come and celebrate
the arrival of the year of the pig.
Numbers limited,
bookings not possible.

Thursday 7 February, 10.30am to 11.15am
West Chatswood Library, 565 Mowbray Rd, Lane Cove North
Friday 8 February, 10.30am to 11.15am
Castle Cove Library, 8b Deepwater Rd, Castle Cove

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

God of Fortune
Tuesday 5 February, 12pm to 3pm
Westfield Chatswood
The Chinese God of Fortune will visit the centre
to bestow wealth, good fortune and protection
to customers and retailers.

BOOK NOW 10am & 1pm
Wednesday 23 January
The Concourse Chatswood
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For more information including location visit
www.westfield.com.au/chatswood
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Chatswood
Interchange
New Year Day
Celebrations
Tuesday 5 February
performances at
12.30pm and 4pm
Visit Chatswood Interchange to
experience lion dancing, lucky
Buddha, Chinese drummers and
Kung Fu demonstrations at this
Lunar New Year celebration.

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Secret Library Business Tour (in Mandarin)
圖書館新年行大運 (普通話)
Tuesday 5 February, 10.30am to 11am
Thursday 7 February, 11.15am to 12 noon
Chatswood Library, 409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood

There are big changes taking place at Chatswood Library!
Between November 2018 and February 2019 Chatswood
Library has undergone major refurbishment. Please come
and see what your newly refurbished library has to offer
and discover what goes on behind closed doors in this
behind the scenes tour!
Bookings essential please visit www.willoughby.nsw.gov.au
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Chinese New Year Celebration Day
Saturday 9 February, 11am
Chatswood Mall and The Concourse
Presented by the Chinese Cultural Centre, welcome
in the year of the pig at the annual Chinese New Year
Celebration Day – one of the largest Chinese New Year
celebrations in Sydney.

The celebrations begin with a welcome ceremony at 11am,
followed by spectacular dragon and lion dances down
Chatswood Mall. Community groups and performers will
provide live entertainment throughout the day including
Chinese opera, magic shows and face changing.

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Pictorial Calligraphy
Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 February, 1pm to 4pm
Westfield Chatswood
Have your name painted at Westfield Chatswood
using Chinese pictorial calligraphy.
For more information including location visit
www.westfield.com.au/chatswood
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Pigsy’s Wedding: Journey to the West
Saturday 9 February, 12pm
Theatre at The Concourse, 409 Victoria Ave, Chatswood
Tickets $25 - $65, Bookings Essential
This Chinese opera showcases opera favourites.
First time goers will not only enjoy the exquisite makeup
and costumes, but will experience the drums, gongs and
the music of a ten person live band; directed by John
Clifford and percussionists from Hong Kong.
The highlights of the show include classical and new
repertoires such as ‘Stopping of the Horse’, ‘Woo Song
& Pan Jin Lien: Fatal Attraction’ and ‘Journey To The West:
Pigsy’s Wedding’.
The show will occur in two parts, with the second part
including English subtitles and an English speaking MC.
For further information and to book tickets visit
www.theconcourse.com.au

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019
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Lunar New Year Twilight Parade
Saturday 16 February, 6.30pm
Beginning at The Chatswood Interchange
The inaugural Lunar New Year Twilight
Parade will showcase the exciting
fanfare of a traditional New Year
street parade.
Beginning at Chatswood Interchange
then walking through Chatswood
Mall and down Victoria Avenue to
Bertram Street, Chatswood will come
alive with lion and dragon dances,
drummers, marching bands and the
God of Prosperity.
Following the parade visitors
can settle in for the evening,
spoilt for choice by the many
restaurants nearby.

www.visitchatswood.com.au/lny2019

Plan Your Visit
Chatswood is conveniently located on Sydney’s North
Shore less than 20 minutes from the Sydney CBD.

Public Transport
A number of bus services stop in Chatswood via the
Chatswood Transport Interchange and other
popular destinations.
Chatswood train station is within Chatswood Interchange
shopping centre on the corner of Railway St and
Victoria Ave, Chatswood. The train station services the
T1 Northern Line, T1 Western Line, Central Coast and
Newcastle Line.
For timetables and information on the Epping to
Chatswood rail closure visit www.transportnsw.info

Parking
There are six major parking facilities within the Chatswood
CBD including underground parking at The Concourse.
75 Albert Avenue – entry from Albert Ave, eastbound
direction only.
Chatswood Chase – entry from Archer St, Victoria Ave,
Neridah St and Malvern Ave.
Mandarin Centre – entry off Victor St.
The Concourse – entry from Ferguson Ln, off Archer St.
Westfield Chatswood – entry from Victor St,
Devonshire St, Albert Ave and Anderson St.
Zenith Theatre – entry from McIntosh St.
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