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THANKS BUSHCARERS!!
Dear Bushcarers and friends
Annual National Volunteer Week has just been
celebrated in Australia and a big thank you is well
and truly due to Willoughby’s engaged, and
passionate Bushcare volunteers.
You are so generous. Not only do you regularly
turn up to your monthly bushcare meetings, you
also respond so enthusiastically to extra requests on
your time.
Recently, you were invited to participate in a
survey and a forum. The on-line survey was to
determine the priorities for Willoughby’s 2018-22
Sustainability Action Plan. Many of you also
attended an early morning breakfast forum (7.309.00am) held on 15th May on the same topic.
You energetically responded to both invitations.
Approximately 90 people turned up at the forum,
and it seems at least one third of the attendees were
bushcarers. Hopefully you have helped to ensure
that care of our natural environment and
sustainability remain key elements of Willoughby
Council’s future planning.
Thank you also to the members of the ‘Blue Gum
2001’ group (yes, that group has been meeting
since 2001 with many of the founding members
still very active today) for so readily agreeing to be
filmed and speaking so eloquently and passionately
about the value of Bushcare. Some of the recorded
material was used to inform and motivate the
audience at the breakfast forum.
We’ve had 32 new bushcarers join our program
since the start of the year. Each of them has
received a warm, welcoming email or phone call
from the convenor, (contact person) of the group
they are joining which really helps break the ice
and ease them gently into joining a new group.
Thank you convenors for undertaking this job so
readily and professionally. It’s really making a
huge difference, ensuring that most of our new
volunteers keep returning each month.

Highly engaged participants at the Bushcare Refresher
Workshop for long term volunteers. Thurs 19th April.

Thanks too to all the long-term volunteers who
turned up to our recent Bushcare Refresher course.
The photo above says it all. What an informed,
engaged bunch you were.
And lastly...the Bicentennial Bushcare group
(below) celebrated 20 years of restoration work with
a celebratory morning tea on 15th April.
Congratulations to that group! We have 5 other
groups who have also been meeting for 20 years or
more– Avian Cres, Castle Cove, Mooney, Ulm and
Artarmon Res, (weekend). Even more impressive
is the fact that most of the original founding
members of these groups are still active today.
by Mandy Wilson, Bushcare Supervisor

The Bicentennial Bushcare group at their 20 year morning
tea anniversary celebration, on 15th April 2018. Kate Orme
on the left (who was there in the early days of the group) with
Michelle, Jan, Don the trainer in centre, Geoff, Sue, Yaffa
and Victoria on the right. 5 members couldn’t make the
celebration and the photo was taken by a passing pedestrian.

manage. The whole community feed these farms
with their organic waste! We planted some snow
peas but seem to have a seedling predator. If
anyone has a solution for us please let us know.
Dairy Garden & Permapatch News

by Sarah Miller, Naremburn Community Garden

The garden continues to grow up. We are now
aiming to make our garden accessible to all by
raising the beds and widening the paths.
All winter crops are in and now netted (see photo
above) to keep out the bugs. Broccoli, cauliflower,
fennel, peas and broad beans flourish in winter
with bugs not as active.

This year, due to the long hot Autumn, we lost
many plants as the caterpillars and grasshoppers
have been very active.
Thanks to everyone for bringing down their
vegetable scraps. We love them! Just drop them in
any one of the black compost bins (but no meat,
bread or cheese please).
Photo and article by Janet France

Naremburn Community Garden

Time to Grow News
The first series of ‘Feel Good Gardening
Workshops’on Bush Foods: Healthy Soils and
Microgreens (photo below, 11.5.18); Wicking Beds
(photo above, 18.5.18) and Spicy Winter Greens; and
Good Bugs and Growing Edible Flowers; and Tool
Maintenance have been enthusiastically completed
by residents.
Another series of 5 Feel Good Gardening
Workshops is planned for the second half of the
year, from 11am-1pm, on Fridays from 17th
August till 14 September. Workshops are held at
The Dougherty Community Centre, 7 Victor Street,
Chatswood.
They are free, hands-on workshops focusing on the
wonders of herbs. The workshops will include
growing tips, cooking demonstrations and recipesharing and will cover home-grown herbal teas,
herbs for sensory gardens, micro-herbs, how to dry
herbs successfully and seed-saving.
Article and photos by Jan Felton, Community Projects Officer
& Jenny Beer, Garden Share Project Officer

The Naremburn Community Garden on Bongalong
Street has continued to be productive despite the
lack of rain. The wicking beds certainly help, so we
are planning to convert another couple of our large
beds into wicking beds when we have a working
bee in August.
We have been picking lovely purple eggplant,
pumpkins, lettuce, silver beet, capsicum, chillis,
and the ever popular parsley- we never seem to
have enough! The in-garden worm farms (see photo
above by Sarah Miller) are very useful and easy to

You can contact Simon Brown Willoughby’s Wildlife Officer on 9777 7872, or
via email at simon.brown@willoughby.nsw.gov.au & Liz Powell Habitat Officer on
9777 7871 & send your wildlife sightings to wildlifewatch@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
the beginning of the season before any eggs have
been laid.
 Other deterrents include scarecrows and mirrors,
sprinklers or lights.
You must also remember that the Australian Brushturkey is still protected under state law
(Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016) and you
cannot use any method which can cause harm to
them or their eggs. It is important to appreciate the
hard road to recovery they have travelled when
considering how you and your local brush-turkeys
can happily live together.
Australian Brush-turkey 001 named Mhal. Tagged at
Taronga Zoo as part of Syd Uni PhD student M.Hall's
research. Photo by Dr J. Martin. Tagging will soon start in
Chatswood. Residents are also asked to contribute sightings
to the project at www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/science/thewingtags-project/report-a-turkey

If you’d like more info consider booking into the
highly recommended ‘Living With Brush
Turkeys’ workshop on Thurs 16 Aug, 6.30-8pm,
Lane Cove:
www.lanecove.nsw.gov.au/bushcareevents
by Simon Brown, Wildlife Officer

The Australian Brush-turkey ‘Public nuisance’ or ‘Recovery success story’?
The Australian Brush-turkey is native to the eastern
coast of Queensland and NSW but after 100 years
of clearing of their habitat, they were hunted
almost to extinction early last century. In the
1970’s, with changes in laws to protect wildlife, it
was hoped that species like the Australian Brushturkey might one day recover, and sure enough,
from about 2000 on, they have been on the very
fast track to recovery.
Locally, residents of the Willoughby LGA have
been seeing these enigmatic and resilient birds
making their way back into our suburbs and even
our backyards since about 2004, often in the most
unexpected and sometimes unwanted areas. They
have become a very prominent part of our urban
environments.
However not everyone is so thrilled by this,
especially when the birds come to hunt insects and
spiders and build their large nests amongst prized
garden beds. Sometimes living happily together
means you also need a little space apart!
If Australian Brush-turkey numbers are causing
problems for you here are a few things to try....
 A key attractant for these birds for both foraging
and nest building is leaf litter and mulch.
Removing or regulating the birds’ access to mulch
and leaf litter is a good starting point. Mulch on
gardens could be replaced with gravel and mounds
can be covered with tarps or removed entirely at

CAMERA TRAP SNAP
Recent reports & counts of rabbits in Castle Cove
have revealed there is a large population on the Golf
Course. Currently they are just grazing on the
fairways, in some private backyards and feeding
some of the local foxes, but attempts are being made
by Castle Cove Golf Club to keep the numbers under
control.
Latest Willoughby Wildlife Sightings
♦ Grey goshawk, Castlecrag, May
♦ Powerful owl, Ferndale Res., May
♦ Cormorants (19-mixed species), Castle Cove, May
♦ Red-bellied black snake, Castlecrag, May.
♦ Swamp Wallabies (x3), a backyard in Castle Cove, April
♦ Peron’s tree frog, a Backyard in Castle Cove, April
♦ Striated heron, Harold Reid Res, April
♦ Black-faced monarch, North Arm Reserve, Feb

Why do Bushcare??
by Janet Hansen, Bushcarer extraordinaire

progressed into my neighbours’ with some
additional weeding and planting. Currently
restoration of the second adjoining property is
well underway and has produced tangible rewards
in the appearance of the lyrebird and a wallaby.
We now have four contiguous properties with
beautiful bushland adjoining Watergate
Reserve.
Since I started the resources available have grown.
Council has a very helpful bushcare team who
advise and run courses at Willoughby Council and,
with a network of voluntary bushcare groups
throughout the area there is a wealth of expertise
and support for anyone who would like to work on
their property.

Janet Hansen at work , 24.5.18, at the rear of properties
backing onto stunning Watergate Reserve Castlecrag.
Photo taken by Strat Mairs.

In my backyard this morning the swamp wallaby
was grazing quietly, the lyrebird was singing his
crazy song and the water dragons were basking in
the sun. And I’m only 8km from the centre of the
city. This is why I work in the bush.
Twenty two years ago I moved to Castlecrag. I
loved the rocky landscapes but my property was
covered in 2 metre high lantana, privet and other
noxious weeds. While totally ignorant of bushcare
practice, I was aware that the adjoining Watergate
Reserve, which was full of beautiful large
angophoras and peppermint gums, was threatened
by the weeds in my backyard.
Fortunately I made contact with a local bushcare
expert who guided me on how to start on my
property. While it seemed daunting at first, I
worked a defined area, learnt about the weeds
which dominated, and how to treat them.
With more advice I started planting the area and
had the thrill of watching the new plants thrive or in
some cases die. All the while I was learning which
plants liked the rocky, shady aspect and watching
for the seasonal weeds before they flowered or
seeded.
The most unexpected result was to see more
wildlife: a greater variety of birds, water dragons,
skinks, lizards and most recently the lyrebird and a
swamp wallaby. Meanwhile, plants indigenous to
the area self-seeded with sandpaper fig, christmas
bush, coachwood and many diverse ferns thriving.
As my property became self-maintaining, I realised
how many weeds in the adjoining properties were
creating more work for me.
With my neighbours’ goodwill I started working on
the property which was the least degraded. Armed
with more knowledge the task was far less
daunting. The good bush on my property happily

If you have been looking at a huge tangle of
lantana and privet on your property, be brave, get
advice and begin.

WCC BUSH, PARK, STREET, LANECARE MEETING DATES
For further information or to receive this newsletter electronically ph: Mandy Wilson 9777 7875
or email: mandy.wilson@willoughby.nsw.gov.au or bushcare@willoughby.nsw.gov.au
FIRST MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Tower Reserve, Castlecrag
FIRST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
Artarmon Reserve
FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
Highland Ridge, Middle Cove
FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
Plant Propagation, Warners Park
Track Maintenance Group (different reserves)

9.00am - 12 noon

Contacts: Jocelyn Chey/
Lisa Clarke

9967 5136
0404 806 406

9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Bob Taffel

9958 6825

afternoons

Contact: Pam Organ

9499 8576

9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Sally Hawkins
Contact: Mandy Wilson

9958 0582
9777 7875

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Avian Crescent, Lane Cove West

8.30am - 11.30am

Contact: Peter Single

9418 3203

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Blue Gum 2001, West Chatswood
North Arm Reserve, Middle Cove
Anglo Parkcare, Chatswood
Cortile Reserve, Castlecrag
Chatswood High School, Chatswood

8.30am
9.00am
9.00am
8.30am
9.00am

Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:

9411
9417
9777
0403
9777

SECOND THURSDAY
Artarmon Sensory Garden
Upper Cliff, Northbridge
SECOND FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
The Drive (Flat Rock Gully), Northbridge
Northbridge Golf Course

-

11.30am
12 noon
12 noon
11.30am
12 noon

Hubert Dittrich
Helen Russell-Jones
Mandy Wilson
Tim Stalker
Mandy Wilson

1951
6707
7875
883 254
7875

10.00am - 1.00pm
9.00 am - 12 noon

Contact: Kath
Contact: Ian Pike

9411 7070
9958 8893

9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Mandy Wilson
Contact: Di Simpson

9777 7875
9417 2472

SECOND SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
The Market Gardens Willoughby
Mooney Street, West Chatswood
Ferndale St, Chatswood

9.00am - 11.00am
8.30am - 12 noon
8.30am - 10.30am

Contact: Ian Rannard
Contact: Mandy Wilson
Contact: Brian Doyle

9958 1514
9777 7875
9419 4034

SECOND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Keep Reserve, Castlecrag
Gargoyle Reserve, Castlecrag

9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Matthew Keighery
Contact: Cherrie Wilson

0408 203 511
0478 181 182

THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
Artarmon Reserve (week day)

9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Bob Taffel

9958 6825

THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
Heights Cres/ Rembrandt (week day group) Middle

9.00am -12 noon

Contact: Pam Organ

9499 8576

THIRD FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
Castle Cove and Northbridge (2 different sites)
Dougherty Wall Garden

9.00am - 12.30pm
9.30am—11.00am

Contact: Rob Foster
Contact: Mary Ann Irvin

9958 8337
0438 166 001

2.00pm - 5.00pm
9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon
8.00am - 11am (Sept-March)
12.30pm - 3pm (April-August)

Contact:
Contact:
Contact:
Contact:

0432
9777
9499
9777

884 152
7873
8576
7875

THIRD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Bicentennial Res., Naremburn
Casement Reserve, Castlecrag
Ferndale Reserve, West Chatswood
Castle Cove Reserve, Castle Cove
Coolaroo Reserve, West Chatswood
Ulm Street, West Chatswood
Scotts Creekcare, Chatswood
Lanecare, Northbridge
Torquay Estate, Castlecrag
Lookout Reserve, Castlecrag

9.00am - 12 noon
8.30am - 11.30am
9.30am - 12.30pm
9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12.30pm
9.30am - 12.30pm
2.00pm - 4.00pm
9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon

Artarmon Reserve
Retreat Reserve, Castlecrag

9.00am -12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Sue Kindersley
Contact: Vicki Craig
Contact: Margaret Coleman
Contact: Peter Elias
Contact: Colin Parrott
Contact: Tracy Marsh
Contact: John Balint
Contact: Neil Hardie
Contact: Jo Nolan
Contact: Jessica Davis/
Adrienne Kabos
Contact: Philip Sholl
Contact: Jill Newton/

9958
0402
9412
9417
0412
9427
9498
9958
0419
0431
9298
9419
9967

2122
325 531
3447
4100
268 361
7628
7527
7261
234 235
317 756/
3761
6536
4933

FOURTH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
‘The 19th Hole’, Northbridge Golf Course

9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Marianne Wilson

0409 988 971

8.30am - 11.30am

Contact: Ian Pike

9958 8893

9.00am - 12 noon
9.00am - 12 noon

Contact: Mandy Wilson
Contact: Mandy Wilson

9777 7875
9777 7875

FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE MONTH
Clive Park / The Knoll, Northbridge
Heights Cres (w/end), Middle Cove

9.00am - 12 noon
1.00pm - 4.00pm

Contact: Don Wilson
Contact: Pam Organ

0417 285 871
9499 8576

LAST MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Beauchamp Parkcare, Chatswood

9.00am - 11.00am

Contact: Les Lainson

0417 222 032

Cove

THIRD SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Butt Park, Willoughby East
Chatswood IEC, Chatswood High School
Harold Reid Reserve, Middle Cove
Corridor Care, Castle Cove

FOURTH WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH
Upper Cliff Ave, Northbridge
FOURTH FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
The Drive, Flat Rock Gully, Northbridge
Park Ave Parkcare, Chatswood

Kira Pointer
Stuart Hall
Pam Organ
Mandy Wilson

Value Adding - Citizen Science

What’s coming up in June– Aug 2018

A new feral animal in our area

Bookings essential on 9777 1000 or via Diary Dates at:
willoughby.nsw.gov.au/Whats-On/willoughby-diary-dates
(unless otherwise indicated).

There are many ways you can contribute to looking
after our environment but with so many issues it
can be quite daunting to know where to start and
it’s not always easy to see how your contributions
can help.
In March this year a member of the public, (I
believe a local Northbridge resident) shared their
sighting of a gecko through the citizen science App
QuestaGame. The gecko, known as the Indopacific gecko Hemidactylus garnotii is a
previously unrecorded species in Sydney and is
different from the native broad-tailed gecko,
Phyllurus platurus, which is the only native gecko
in our LGA. It also differs from the introduced
Asian house gecko, Hemidactylus frenatus, which
is established in the northern Australia but has
been recorded in Sydney.

Photo courtesy Dept. Primary Industry

The Indo-pacific gecko, however, is twice the size
of the Asian house gecko, growing to a length of
13 cm, a significantly larger size to many of our
native species, and, being a parthenogenic species
(all individuals are female and lay eggs without
requiring male fertilisation), the potential for the
species to increase in numbers and pose a threat to
local species is significant. There are just a few
records of its occurrence in Sydney over the last 2
years so, with everyone's assistance we may be
able to control or eradicate this species.
What to do? The Department of Primary
Industries (DPI) asks that people who believe they
see the Indo-pacific gecko capture it, if safe to do
so, or contact a wildlife handler to do it. Then take
a picture of the animal to enable its identification
to be verified and report it to the DPI via
invasive.species@dpi.nsw.gov.au
or use ‘the Unusual Animal Sighting Reporting
form’ available on the DPI site. If you need
assistance contact Willoughby Council’s Wildlife
Officer: simon.brown@willoughby.nsw.gov.au/
9777 7872.
by Liz Powell, Habitat Officer
A few online sites to explore
App: https://questagame.com/
Online and App: https://www.feralscan.org.au/
Find a project on the Australian Citizen Sciences
Associations web site
Or help the Australian Museum from your home:
https://volunteer.ala.org.au/wildlife-spotter

Activity

Date

Food Swap. Meet friendly green thumbs,
exchange your excess produce and catch a
talk or demonstration on some aspect of
growing or cooking vegetables, fruits and
herbs. Blend Café, Dougherty Centre.

First Fri
each
month
9.3011am

Energy Expert. Meet our Energy Guru and
ask for expert technical advice as you update
your home. Bunnings Chatswood, corner
Smith & Gibbes Street, Chatswood. 9.30am12.30pm

Sun 24
June &
Sun 26
Aug

Visit Frank Crappa. Visit Chatswood Mall
and check it out Crank Zappa during Plastic
Free July. He’s a hot tempered electric
jellyfish, completely constructed from singleuse plastic items, who wants to tell the public
what he really thinks about plastic pollution!

June-20
July

Plastic Free July aims to raise awareness of
the problems with single-use disposable
plastic. Join the challenge to refuse singleuse plastic during July. Go to:
http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/register.html

July

Birdwatch: Discovering Our Honeyeaters.
Birdwatching on the Chiltern track,
Ingleside. Interested? Email:
wildlifewatch@willoughby.nsw.gov.au

22nd
July
8.3012.30pm

National Tree Day. Do some planting, meet
with your local community and participate in
an urban renewal and revegetation project at
Warrane Reserve Chatswood:
10am – 1pm, Planting Activity
10am – 2pm, free resident plants & mulch

Sun 29
July

Science in the Bar. To celebrate National
Science Week hear about some fascinating
research projects while enjoying a relaxing
drink at Flat Rock Brew Café, Naremburn.

Wed
15 Aug
7-9pm

Feel Good Gardening Workshop Series.
Dougherty Community Centre, 7 Victor
Street, Chatswood. Cost: $10. See further
detail p 2 of this newsletter.

Fridays
17th Aug
-14 Sept
11-1pm

Wildlife Watching Birds: Talk Night
Thurs
Chatswood Library Hear ecologist/ wildlife 23rd Aug
photographer Henry Cook talk about saving 6.30-8pm
the swift parrot, the Difficult Birds Research
Group & crowd funding. Enjoy a cuppa
afterwards with Willoughby Bird Watchers.
Making Beeswax Wraps. Practical handsThurs 30
on workshop demonstrating how to make
Aug
your own washable, freezable and reusable
6.30 beeswax wraps as an alternative to plastic
8.30pm
wrap. Coachwood Room, Level 6, 31 Victor
Street, Chatswood
Bushcare Training Workshops. Learn how
to effectively remove weeds from your
garden and our bushland. Find out about
bush restoration strategies and how to look
after the wildlife on your bushcare site.

Sat 6
& Sat
13th
October
1-4pm

